AS ThE OCNIor wWomen gathered in the

Purgatory staging arca for the World
Lhampionship event, one rider was attract-
ing the interested eyes of observers, as well

ER EHEPiEiGUE gazes from her -.:Dmp&timrs.

Wl the other women talked among them-
selves and mugged for photos, there sat Julie

Furtado, a relatively new name 1o the sport,

auietlv pedaling on her bike setup on a wind

lrain€r, Moments later she would be pedal-

I11g away [rom the pack towards a gold med-
al on a bike that was well known in racing

circles: the Yet1 C-26. This was the high-tech

bike, also ridden by teammate John Tomac,
that featured a main triangle made from

East-:-n's thtweight C-0 carbon fiber tub-
Ing, mated to a computer-bent, one-piece

rear triangle.
The bike was designed by the Yeti design
squad in conjunction with the engineers

from Easton Aluminum, With its carbon
front triangle and aircraft steel tail section

and lugs, the bike weighed in at 27 pounds.

LIE
FURTADO’S

YEII

C-26

Look what Easton
has wrought

‘tado was ecstatic as she

N P / O N =

Since Julie was relatively new to the sport,
most of the bike setup was done by Yeti us-
ing a collection of parts that both satisfied
their sponsors’ needs and had a history of
working well.
ROAD & DIRT DUTIES

Up front Julie was running a pair of Man-
itou forks that also feature Easton alloy tub-
ing. “‘I loved the forks,”’ she says. ‘‘I had
just gotten them the week of the Worlds and
right away they took away the fear of hit-
ting something and just stopping. | never
thought about flatting or endoing—it was
great!’’ The Manitou forks (tested in MBA,
Feb. "91) are exotic pieces that use urethane
bumpers to offer just over an inch of travel.

Julie earned her first gold medal in 1989
when she won the USCF National Road
Racing Championship. The titanium Onza
bar ends were a compliment to her road rac-
ing stvle: ““They put vou in a much more re-
laxed position, especially standing up when
chimbing. They give me more leverage to ro-

pedaled her Yeti
.| C-26 across the finish line at the Durango
. | Worlds. It was only her first race on both
the bike and the front suspension. The
| bike weighed in at 27 Ib., and, as Julie
~ proved, is very competitive for a bike with
| suspension.
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